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agreement was reached regarding British subsidies and the sending of a British expeditionary force, and on June 27, N.S., Great Britain acceded to the Convention of Bartenstein. This, however, was a belated and empty gesture. On June 14, N.S., the anniversary of Marengo, the armies of Bennigsen were decisively defeated by Napoleon at Friedland, and a Franco-Russian armistice was signed on June 21, N.S. "An alliance of France with Russia has always been the object of my desires/' Alexander wrote to Napoleon three days later, "and I am convinced that it alone can guarantee the happiness and peace of the world/7 The next day the two emperors met on a gaily decorated raft in the middle of the Nieman, near Tilsit.
THE FRANCO-RUSSIAN ALLIANCE, 1807-1810
Alexander's demand for an armistice and the subsequent peace negotiations were not entirely unexpected. The Russian army's power of resistance survived the defeat of Friedland, and the retreat of the Russians into the unconquerable vastness of their native plains might, from the purely military point of view, have prolonged the war indefinitely. There were, however, other factors that militated against the continuation of hostilities. The troops of Bennigsen, poorly equipped and suffering from shortage of supplies, were demoralized. Russian generals had demonstrated their incompetence and were seemingly more interested in petty intrigues and personal quarrels than in fighting Napoleon. The financial resources of the empire were at a low ebb; the English government had at first turned down pressing requests for subsidies, and when it finally made up its mind to provide financial assistance the sums offered were deemed inadequate at St. Petersburg. Even before Friedland some of the tsar's advisers believed the situation to be so serious that they urged him to leave the army and to return to St. Petersburg in order to safeguard his prestige from the damaging repercussions of probable military reverses, and also, perhaps, to eliminate his interference with the orders of the commanding officers. The disavowal of the Oubril treaty, moreover, did not discourage the supporters of immediate peace with France. At the tsar's army headquarters the Grand Duke Constantine, Czartoryski, Novo-siltsev, and Paul Stroganov agitated in favor of peace. Alexander himself was disgusted with the lack of cooperation on the part of Austria and Great Britain. But if under these conditions the opening of peace